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Newbold C of E School in the early 1900s with Reuben Sissons, the
headmaster and his wife Clara outside and possibly an assistant school
teacher Elizabeth Stevens. The master's house is on the left
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SCHOOL LOCATION MAP
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1882 SURVEYED O/S MAP SHOWING THE LOCATION OF
NEWBOLD C of E SCHOOL




A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE HAMLET OF NEWBOLD

The history / evolution of the hamlet of Newbold is extremely complex and the
following is an attempt to bring some clarity to this.

The name Newbold apparently derives from the Olde English, pre 7th Century
"neowe" meaning "new", plus the Anglo Saxon "bold", meaning a dwelling house or
homestead.

From the mid 1700s, Worthington was described in various ways - a Chapelry,
Township and manor within Breedon ecclesiastical parish, and Newbold was
described as being a liberty of Worthington.

The enclosure of land in Worthington, Newbold and Griffydam took place in 1806,
and at this time, both the hamlets of Newbold and Griffydam were part of the
Chapelry and township of Worthington prior to it becoming a civil parish ¢.1873 when
they then became hamlets within the parish of Worthington.

William White in his respected 1863 directory records Newbold as Newbold Saucey
and that it comprised approximately 500 acres (2.0 km?) in the ownership of Earl
Ferrers and Sir G H Beaumont Bart; also that it had a colliery. Newbold was adjacent
to the Manor of Orton Saucey, which was part of the ecclesiastical parish of
Coleorton at that time and is presumably how William White came to describe
Newbold as Newbold Saucey. Sir George Beaumont became the owner of the land
within Orton Saucey and evidently part of the land in Newbold as well. An extract
from the 1835 first edition O/S map below shows Orton Saucey and Newbold, but
does not define a boundary, hence the confusion.

Newbold has for many years been referred to as Newbold, Coleorton even though it
is in the parish of Worthington adding even further confusion for the researcher.



https://en-academic.com/dic.nsf/enwiki/250352
https://en-academic.com/dic.nsf/enwiki/250352

A HISTORY OF CHURCH SCHOOLS

The Church has been involved in education for many centuries, however, most
Church schools came about through the drive to provide mass provision of Christian
education for the poor in the early and middle years of the 19th century. 'The
National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the
Established Church,” now known as The National Society (Church of England) for
Promoting Religious Education (or more often simply the National Society) was
created in 1811 with the mission of founding a Church school in every parish in
England and Wales.

By the time of the national census of 1851, forty years later, the Church had
established 17,000 schools. State provision for public education came with the 1870
Education Act by supplementing the churches' provision. This Act demonstrated the
partnership between the state and the churches in education, which has continued to
the present day. At the beginning of the 20th century there were over 14,000
voluntary schools of which rather more than 1,000 were Roman Catholic, and a
similar number provided by the Wesleyans and others and the majority of the rest
were Church of England.

From the earliest days, the purpose of Church schools was to enable children to
flourish by providing a basic education and by developing their moral character. It
was always intended that Church schools should be open to all of the children of the
parish. The schools were not ‘faith schools’ in the sense of presuming that children
are practising Christians or attempting to make converts of them. However, the ethos
of the schools was based on distinctively Christian values and they offered children
an experience of faith through collective worship and links with the parish church.

At the time of the outbreak of the Second World War, after seventy years of state
provision, the churches were still providing schools for nearly a third of the children of
school age. The Church was facing difficulty maintaining the quality of premises and
equipment of these schools, but they were needed by the State to maintain provision
across the country.

The 1944 Education Act gave Church schools the option of increased State funding
and control as ‘Voluntary Controlled schools’ or lesser State support and greater
independence as ‘Voluntary Aided schools’. This Act also required all schools to
have a daily act of collective worship and religious instruction. By the 1950s and
1960s the Roman Catholic Church expanded its school provision vigorously,
especially at the secondary level. By comparison, the expansion in Anglican
secondary schools was modest and the number of its primary schools declined.




A HISTORY OF NEWBOLD C of E SCHOOL

CERTAIN PARTS OF THE FOLLOWING ARE AN EDITED SUMMARY OF
SEVERAL NEWSPAPER REPORTS OF THE DAY

In March 1887, the Rev. J. O. Brook resigned the living at Worthington after being
Vicar there for nineteen years. On the 215 of March a presentation was made to him
by the parishioners of a valuable silver inkstand as a slight token of the esteem with
which they regarded Mr. Brook. He was described as being an eloquent preacher,
and active and energetic in all parish matters.

Having had failing health of late he had decided to leave the midlands for the south of
England. The reverend gentleman held his farewell services at St. Matthews Parish
Church, Worthington in the afternoon where communion was administered, and the
evening service, as had been the customary practice for a number of years, was held
in the Newbold Schoolrooms (Newbold C of E School).

The Rev. John Oatway Brook had been responsible for carrying out many valuable
improvements in the village, and what was originally hamed Worthington Church of
England School was reported as being a commodious buildings having been entirely
re-built in 1872 at a cost of £1,500 with the school and school master's house being
well adapted for their purpose. The school was enlarged in 1899 to take 263 children,
although apparently no more than 200 children were ever registered. Miss Grace
Bulstrode, spinster daughter of John Mynors Bulstrode, by her Will dated October 20th,1860
devised £1,600 to trustees ; of the dividends arising from its investment by the Charity
Commisioners, £23 14s. is applied to the Church of England schools (Newbold), £14 16s.
2d. to the clothing club, and £8 17s. 8d. is given to the poor. There is reason to believe
that a school in some form existed before, but the author has not been able to find
any information on this. The school is not a listed building, which is rather surprising.
There is no building shown on the 1835 O/S map so presumably the original school
was built after that date. Further research is required.

Mr. Brook had also built a new vicarage in Newbold as a residence for the incumbent
at Worthington Church.

AN EXTRACT FROM THE 1882 SURVEYED O/S MAP SHOWING THE SCHOOL
AFTER BEING RE-BUILT IN 1872 AND PRIOR TO ENLARGEMENT IN 1899




The three people in the front cover photograph of the school are the school master
Reuben Sisson, with his wife Clara and Hilda Daisy Statham, an assistant teacher.
Reuben and Clara were born in 1864 and 1856 respectively, Reuben in llkeston,
Derbys and Clara in Wolverhampton, Staffs. Reuben Sissons was the schoolmaster
for 25 years and organist and choirmaster at Worthington church for 18 years. Hilda
Daisy Statham was born at Worthington in 1892. The 1911 census lists her as an
assistant teacher, aged 19. She was the daughter of James and Elizabeth Statham.
The 1921 census gives her as a teacher, aged 30, at Griffydam C. School. She is still
single and living with her mother and father who is still a boot maker, and they are
given a postal address of Newbold now.

The 1891 Worthington census lists Elizabeth Stevens as a schoolmistress, born in
Worthington. It is quite possible that she also taught at Newbold School.

Ralph Walker, a resident of Worthington, who was born in 1918, related that, there
was no central heating in Newbold School. In those days, open fires welcomed us
on winter mornings and in the big room, a huge cast iron fire grate kept us all warm
throughout. Paraffin lamps swung from the ceiling and although these were not often
used in school times, they were always glowing every other Sunday for the Church
Service.

In November 1919, it was recorded in the Leicester Journal that 56 children were
walking from Worthington to Newbold for their education. It was not until 1926 that
the village of Worthington had its own school.

Following the resignation of the Vicar, Rev. Brooks, another important chapter in
Worthington’ religious history evolved with his replacement’s arrival, that being the
Rev. Robert Arthur Parsons, who had been curate of “All Saints”, Loughborough.
Until his arrival, the church services were split between the Rev. W. B. Beaumont of
Coleorton and the Rev. G. Crossley of Breedon-on-the-Hill, the former at the
Newbold Schoolrooms for the Sunday evening service, and the latter at the parish
church each Sunday morning.

The Rev. R. A. Parsons held his first service on Sunday at the start of June 1877 in
the morning at the parish church, where lessons were read by Mr. T. M. Heward of
Worthington and Mr, Capp of Loughborough. This was followed by a shortened
service in the afternoon in the Newbold schoolrooms.

On the following Wednesday, a public tea followed by a concert, was held in the
Newbold schoolroom. Remarkably, 140 people sat down for tea which must have
been a sight to behold. The concert began at half past seven by which time the
schoolroom was packed to overflowing. The description of the concert was very
colourful and the author never ceases to be amazed at the wealth of musical talent
there was to support these local concerts around the locality.

In his address to the gathering, the vicar announced that Divine services at the parish
church in the afternoon and evening would alternate with a service in the Newbold
schoolrooms. He said that when the living was first offered to him, he had grave
doubts about accepting it, but on the offer being repeated, and after having taken
counsel with the Bishop, he had accepted it. The change from town (Loughborough)
to country life would be great, and he trusted the parishioners would be as lenient as
possible to him, but at the same time, speak as plainly to him as he intended to
speak to them. Newbold was now established officially as having its own remote
Anglican place of worship, in conjunction with St. Matthew’s, the mother church,
although the Rev. Dane when much later writing about the history of the church, did




record that a license for “Divine Worship” in the schoolrooms was issued at the time
restoration of the church took place in 1890.

To be strictly correct, the dedicated schoolroom should probably have been referred
to as a “Mission Room”, where in Christianity, organized efforts for the propagation of
a particular faith were made away from the mother church. In fact, that description
was used later in relation to A Mission Room at Griffydam. A former resident of
Newbold who is a member of the Griffydam History group also recalls services still
taking place at the school when she was a little girl which was at the time when the
Rev. Henry A. Dane was the Vicar from 1949 to 1971. He lived at the old vicarage in
Newbold, built by Rev. Brook, which unfortunately was demolished and replaced by
modern housing......... a familiar story sadly.

By Christmas 1888, the dedicated schoolroom contained a pulpit, reading desk and
lectern, and for the Christmas evening service, these were described as being very
tastefully decorated (principally in white wool and holly), the pulpit now bearing the
text, “Emmanuel’, in red letters. Another text spanned the end of the room, “Jesus
the Son of the Highest”. The lamp standards and walls had not been forgotten, and
the school presented a very pretty appearance. The Vicar officiated at the service
preaching upon the word “Emmanuel’”.

The schoolrooms were used to hold numerous and varied functions besides
parochial matters such as the Temperance Society and British and Foreign bible
Society meetings for example.

In the first week in March 1889 a CRICKET CLUB CONCERT was held in the
schoolrooms but it didn’t seem to be much related to cricket. - The concert was
described as being most successful with the different items of the programme being
much appreciated by the crowded audience. A pianoforte solo was played by Miss
Cuthbert of Coleorton, and duets by Miss Cuthbert and Mr. Cuthbert. Songs were
sung by Miss Garratt (Melbourne) and by the Misses Cutler and Godby and Messrs.
Brown and Peplow, of Coalville, Mr. S Brown ably officiating as accompanist. Violin
solos were freely executed by Mr. Williscroft, of Ashby, and a quartette party,
consisting of Mrs. Palmer, Miss Cutler, and Messrs. Nunley and Peplow, contributed
to the evening’s enjoyment. An attractive feature of the concert was the appearance,
for the fist time in Worthington, of Messrs. Price and Bellward, the well known
character vocalists, whose performances “brought down the house”. At the close of
the concert a vote of thanks was proposed by the Vicar (the Rev. R. A. Parsons) to
Mr. Nunley and the members of the Coalville Choral Union, and to the other
performers. This was very heartily accorded, and the audience joined in singing “God
save the Queen”.

Two bazaars in aid of the restoration of Worthington Church were held at the
schoolrooms in July 1899. During the course of the first bazaar, the Rev. R. A.
Parsons made a statement as to the objects of the bazaar. He said that although the
parish of Worthington was a secluded and distant one they did not feel altogether
neglected, for in every work they had attempted they had always found a great many
ready and willing helpers. It was one of the few parishes where there did not happen
to be a resident land owner, and yet they had nothing to complain of on that ground,
because those who owned land in the parish were amongst their most ready and
foremost supporters. The parish was split up into four parts, and that constituted one
of the difficulties with which they had to contend, the four parts being widely
separated. The church stood in the village of Worthington proper, and unfortunately it
seemed to be in the spot where the smallest part of the parish lived.




At Newbold, the schoolrooms provided an Anglican place of worship for local people
on Sundays, but at Griffydam (a mile and a half distant) there was no such
place, and they very much hoped, that by the time the church was restored, to
erect a “Mission Room” in that part of the parish. (See the publication entitled
"Promoting the Anglican Faith in the Parish of Worthington" on the authors
website under Griffydam & Peggs Green; sub-section religion)

FROM THE LEICESTER ADVERTISER, JUNE 1958

The county primary school at Worthington is already faced with overcrowding. There
are plans for additional class rooms, but in the meantime, the overflow goes to the
school at Newbold, a school that was due to be closed two years ago, but has had to
be given a reprieve. It is a better looking school than Worthington's, although it is
older.

67 years later IN 2025, Newbold C of E school still survives.




NEWBOLD SCHOOL CLASS PHOTOGRAPHS

A SCHOOL CLASS OF ¢.1901 WITH HEADMASTER REUBEN SISSONS
(AGED 37) AND AN UNKNOWN ASSISTANT TEACHER
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SCHOOL CLASS c. 1955
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SCHOOL GROUP PHOTOGRAPH - DATE UNKNOWN

FRONT ROW -

JENNIFER HOLMES, HAZEL COWIE, ANN WALKER, JOAN GRIFFIN, CHRISTINA DANE,
RITA ARMSTRONG, BARBARA McEwan, JENNIFER PRICE, BRENDA SIMPKINS,
WENDY SADDINGTON

SECOND ROW -

??, GEOFFREY BROWN, PETER STANLEY, KEITH PALMER, DAVID GARNER, DAVID
DAVIS, JOHN SMITH, JOHN DANDO, JOHN ORTON, RODNEY WILLIAMS, MICHAEL
RICHARDS, DAVID HAYWOOD, ROY LYONS

THIRD ROW -

DAVID BUCKLEY, VERONICA HODGES, ANITA MARLOW, CAROL HAYWOOD, - MRS.
MARION FOWKES, MR. JOHN STACEY, FANNY SMITH - CHRISTINE HODGES, ELAINE
PHILIPS, PAT LYONS, BARBARA McEwan, ANN HARRISON, KATHLEEN PERRY

FORTH ROW

KENNETH HAYWOOD, BARBARA HODGES, ??, TERRY WARD, TERRY HINDS, NIGEL
LOWE, BRIAN CROSON, VALANCE RICHARDS, HENRY MENZIES,??, ??, KEITH
RICHARDS, JOHN WATKINS, CLIFFORD HILL, RAYMOND BLOOD, PETER
SADDINGTON, WILLIAM JOHNSON

TOP ROW

MARGARET McEwan, GLENYS DAVIS, MARJORIE SIMPKINS, VALERIE MARTIN, ?
WILLIAMS, PAT LEESON, FRANCES LYONS, ANN BUCKLEY, ? LEESON, CYNTHIA
WILLIAMS, JOYCE RICHARDS, CATHERINE RICHARDSON, JENNIFER WILLIAMS.
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SCHOOL GROUP PHOTOGRAPH - DATE UNKNOWN

BOTTOM ROW -
FIRST 13 NOT KNOWN, THEN - JOAN GRIFFIN, MARGARET LAVERTY, ANN WALKER,
HAZEL COWIE

SECOND ROW -

PETER STANLEY, KEITH PALMER, CLIFFORD HILL, JOHN SMITH, JOHN DANDO,
JOHN ORTON, TERRY HILL, WILLIAM JOHNSON, KENNETH HAYWOOD, MICHAEL
LYONS, KEITH FREER, ??, ??, ??,??

THIRD ROW -

JENNIFER HOLMES, RITA ARMSTRONG, JENNIFER PRICE, ROSALIND CROSON, ANN
HARRISON, CAROL SMITH, DAVID GARNER, DAVID DAVIES, ARTHUR MOORE,
MICHAEL RICHARDS, GRAHAM AUSTIN, GEOFFREY BROWN, DAVID HAYWOOD,
CHRISTINA DANE, BRENDA SIMPKINS, DESRINE WESLEY, WENDY SADDINGTON

FORTH ROW -

JOHNNY SQUIRES, ?7?, ? HILL, ? WESLEY, ? RICHARDS, BRIAN CROSON, VALERIE
MARTIN, PAT LEESON, VALANCE RICHARDS, NIGEL LOWE, ??, JENNIFER WILLIAMS,
CAROL HAYWOOD, VERONICA HODGES, ??, ??, ??

TOP ROW -

FANNY SMITH, ??, ANN HARRISON, ??, BARBARA HODGES, PAT LYONS, JOHN
WATKINS, ??, JOHN SMITH, PETER SADDINGTON, ??, RODNEY WILLIAMS,
KATHLEEN PERRY, MARION FOWKES, MR. JOHN STACEY....... JOHN STACEY
BECAME THE HEADMASTER OF THE SCHOOL ON THE 3rd OF MAY 1949 AND LEFT
TWENTY THREE AND A HALF YEARS LATER AFTER ACHIEVING GREAT THINGS
THERE.
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FRONT ROW -
PETER STANLEY, ROY LYONS

SECOND ROW -
CHRISTINA DANE, BARBARA MCEWAN, KEITH PALMER, - MRS. MARION FOWKES -
RITA ARMSTRONG, JENNIFER HOLMES, BRENDA SIMPKINS

THIRD ROW -
ANN WALKER, HAZEL COWIE, WENDY SADDINGTON, KATHLEEN PERRY, JOAN
GRIFFIN, JENNIFER PRICE

TOP ROW -

GRAHAM AUSTIN, GEOFFREY BROWN, DAVID GARNER, DAVID DAVIS, MICHAEL
LYONS, MICHAEL RICHARDS, KENNETH HAYWOOD
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1950/1

BOTTOM ROW -
JOHN DANDO, KATHLEEN PERRY, VERONICA HODGES, CAROL HAYWOOD, ?7?,
BARBARA HODGES, ELAINE PHILIPS, BARBARA McEwan

MIDDLE ROW -
KENNETH HAYWOOD, RODNEY WILLIAMS, PETER SADDINGTON, BRIAN CROSON, -
MR. JOHN STACEY - NIGEL LOWE, JOHN WATKINS, DAVID BUCKLEY, JOHN ORTON

TOP ROW -
WILLIAM JOHNSON, CLIFFORD HILL, LIONEL WESLEY, JIMMY DEDMAN, JOE SMITH,

JOHNNY SQUIRES
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FRONT ROW -
BARBARA MCEWAN, DAVID DAVIS, MARGARET LAVERTY

SECOND ROW -
HAZEL COWIE, ANN WALKER, WENDY SADDINGTON, SADIE LAVERTY, MAVIS
WARD, PAT LYONS, BARBAR HODGES, KATHLEEN PERRY, JENNIFER HOLMES

THIRD ROW -
ALAN WARD, JOE SMITH, - FANNY SMITH - LIONEL WESLEY, ? JOHNSON

TOP ROW -
MICHAEL RICHARDS, JOHN DANDO, RODNEY WILLIAMS, DAVID BUCKLEY,
KENNETH HAYWOOD, JOHN ORTON
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1952/3

FIRST ROW -
CHRISTINA DANE, ANN CAPENOR, SYLVIA ELSE, PETER STANLEY,

SECOND ROW -
ANN WILLIAMS, RITA ARMSTRONG, CAROL SMITH, JENNIFER PRICE, ROSALIND
CROSON, JOAN GRIFFIN, BRENDA SIMPKINS, DESRINE WESLEY

THIRD ROW -
DAVID HAYWOOD, GEOFFREY BROWN, ARTHUR MOORE, GRAHAM AUSTIN, JOHN
SMITH, ROY LYONS

TOP ROW -
DAVID GARNER, MICHAEL LYONS, KEITH PALMER, MRS. MARION FOWKES, KEITH
FREER, DAVID THORPE, ALAN WARD
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BOTTOM ROW -
DAVID HAYWOOD, ARTHUR MOORE, MICHAEL LYONS, RITA ARMSTRONG, GRAHAM
AUSTIN, MICHAEL RICHARDS, GEOFFREY BROWN

MIDDLE ROW -
MARGARET LAVERTY, JENNIFER PRICE, JOAN GRIFFIN, - FANNY SMITH - WENDY
SADDINGTON, ANN WALKER, HAZEL COWIE

TOP ROW -
BRENDA SIMPKINS, DESRINE WESLEY, JENNIFER HOLMES, ROSELINE CROSON,
CHRISTINE DANE, CAROL SMITH
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FRONT ROW -
CAROL SMITH, HAZEL COWIE, JENNIFER PRICE, ANN HARRISON, BRENDA
SIMPKINS, ROSELINE CROSON.

SECOND ROW -

DESRINE WESLEY, MARGARET LAVERTY, ANN WALKER, WENDY SADDINGTON, -
FANNY SMITH - JOAN GRIFFIN, JENNY HOLMES, CHRISTINA DANE, RITA
ARMSTRONG

TOP ROW -

KENNETH HAYWOOD, GRAHAM AUSTIN, ARTHUR MOORE, JOHN SQUIRES, JIMMY
DEDMAN, MICHAEL LYONS, DAVID GARNER, DAVID DAVIS, MICHAEL RICHARDS,
GEOFFREY BROWN
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1955

BOTTOM ROW -
GEOFFREY BROWN, CAROL SMITH, ARTUR MOORE, BRENDA SIMPKINS. MICHAEL

RICHARDS

MIDDLE ROW -
JENNIFER HOLMES, KATHLEEN PERRY, WENDY SADDINGTON, PAT LYONS,
MARGARET LAVERTY, ANN WALKER, BARBARA MCEWAN.

TOP ROW -
KENNETH HAYWOOD, RODNEY WILLIAMS, DAVID BUCKLEY, - MR. JOHN STACEY -

JOE SMITH, JOHN DANDO, JOHN ORTON
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1955

BOTTOM ROW -
CHRISTINA DANE, RITA ARMSTRONG, GRAHAM AUSTIN, DESRINE WESLEY,
JENNIFER PRICE, ROSLYN CROSON

MIDDLE ROW -

BRENDA SIMPKINS, JENNIFER HOLMES, JOAN GRIFFIN, WENDY SADDINGTON,
JOHN STACEY, ANN WALKER, KATHLEEN PERRY, BARBARA McEwan, CAROL
SMITH

TOP ROW -
DAVID HAYWOOD, ARTHUR MOORE, DAVID GARNER, KEITH FREER, KEITH PALMER,
MICHAEL LYONS, MICHAEL RICHARDS, GEOFFREY BROWN
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1956

BOTTOM ROW -
MARY JACKSON, PAUL SPARE, PETER, STANLEY, GRAHAM AUSTIN, ROY LYONS,
JOHN SMITH, ANN WILLIAMS

MIDDLE ROW -
RITA ARMSTRONG, ?7?, BRENDA SIMPKINS, WENDY SADDINGTON, - MR. JOHN
STACEY - JENNIFER PRICE, DESRINE WESLEY, CHRISTINA DANE

TOP ROW -

DAVID HAYWOOD, ARTHUR MOORE, MICHAE LYONS, KEITH FREER, KEITH PALMER,
DAVID GARNER, GEOFFREY BROWN
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1957 SCHOOL LEAVING PHOTOGRAPH

FRONT ROW -
RITA ARMSTRONG, BRENDA SIMPKINS, DESRINE WESLEY, DAVID GARNER, DAVID
HAYWOOD, CHRISTINA DANE, GEOFFREY BROWN

BACK ROW -
WENDY SADDINGTON, JENNIFER PRICE, KEITH PALMER, MICHAEL LYONS, ARTHUR
MOORE, KEITH FREER

7 CHILDREN ON THE ABOVE PHOTOGRAPH PASSED THEIR
GRAMMAR SCHOOL 11 + ENTRANCE EXAMINATION :-

RITA ARMSTRONG
BRENDA SIMPKINS
DAVID GARNER
CHRISTINA DANE
WENDY SADDINGTON
GEOFFREY BROWN
ARTHUR MOORE
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DATE NOT KNOWN

GIRL AT FRONT -

?7?

FIRST ROW -
JOHNNY SQUIRES, JOHN WATKINS, WILLIAM JOHNSON, CLIFFORD HILL, PETER
SADDINGTON

TOP ROW -
VERONICA HODGES, ? WESLEY, MR. JOHN STACEY, JIMMY DEDMOND, BRIAN
CROSON, ANTHONY LOWE, CAROL HAYWOOQOD
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DATE NOT KNOWN

FRONT TWO -
BRIAN CROSON, ??

TWO BOYS ON LEFT -

??,?7?

FIRST ROW -
JOYCE RICHARDS, ELAINE STANLEY, JENNIFER WILLIAMS, ? RICHARDSON, ??,
NITA MARLOW, VALANCE RICHARDS, ??, TERRY HINES, ??, ??, ??,??

SECOND ROW -

??,?7?,?7?,?7?, PAT LEESON, ??, ??, VALERIE MARTIN, ANN BUCKLEY, SHEILA
LEESON, ??
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DATE 1951

NAMES OF ARTISTS - LEFT TO RIGHT

JOYCE RICHARDS; CYNTHIA WILLIAMS; KATHLEEN JOHNSON; GLENYS DAVIES;
VALERIE MARTIN; MARJORIE SIMPKINS
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DATE - ¢.1950

FRONT TWO GIRLS -
LEFT - ANN BUCKLEY
RIGHT - MARJORIE SIMPKINS

OTHERS IN PHOTOGRAPH -
CYNTHIA WILLIAMS AND JOYCE RICHARDS
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DATE 1954/5

FRONT ROW -L TOR
CYNTHIA WILLIAMS; WINIFRED BENNET

MIDDLE ROW -
JOYCE RICHARDS; JUNE TUGBY; LINDA ORTON; JOHN STACEY; ELAINE STANLEY;

KATHLEEN BLOOD; ANN BUCKLEY

TOP ROW -
MICHAEL WALKER; SHEILA LEESON; ANN McEwan; HENRY MENZIES

MARJORIE SIMPKINS IS MISSING FROM PHOPOGRAPH.
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DATE ¢.1963 - Leaving photograph

BOTTOM ROW -
JANICE SKWAWSKI, GLYNIS FOWKES, JANET MENZIES, KATHERINE SPARE

MIDDLE ROW -
HAZEL BOTTERRILL, ANN DANDO, JAQUELINE NICKLINSON, ?, CAROL HODGES

TOP ROW -
PETER CLIFF, MICHAEL AUSTIN, PETER WALKER
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DATE -

BOTTOM ROW -
MARGARET WILLIAMS, LILLIAN LAVERTY, CAROL HODGES, ANN CAPENOR, GLYNIS
FOWKES, RENAL LAVERTY, KATHERINE SPARE, ANN DANDO, JENNIFER HARRIS

SECOND ROW -
PETER LAY, CAROL BLOOD, SYLVIA ELSE, JANET MENZIES, ?, MRS. MARION FOWKES,
MARY JACKSON, ANN WILLIAMS, JANICE SKWAWSKI, AUDREY WALKER, PHILIP SPERRY

TOP ROW -
PETER SMITH, ?, PETER WALKER, PETER STANLEY, KEITH PALMER, KEITH FREER, ?, JOHN
SMITH, ?, PAUL SPARE
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DATE -

BOTTON ROW -

KATHERINE SPARE, ANN DANDO, MARY JACKSON, GLYNIS FOWKES, JANICE SKWAWSKI,
ANN WILLIAMS, JANET MENZIES, HAZEL BOTTERRILL, CAROL BLOOD

MIDDLE ROW -

LILLIAN LAVERTY, CAROL HODGES, JAQUELINE NICKLINSON, LYN WOULDS, MR. JOHN
STACEY, PAMELA CLAYFIELD, ?, ROSALIND CROSON, ?

TOP ROW -

PAUL SPARE, JOHN SMITH, PETER STANLEY, ROY LYONS, GRAHAM AUSTIN, MICHAEL
AUSTIN, PETER WALKER, ?, PETER JACKSON
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DATE -

BOTTOM ROW -
?,?, AUDREY WALKER, ANN DANDO JANICE SKWAWSKI, HAZEL BOTTERRILL, ?

MIDDLE ROW -
JANET MENZIES, GLYNIS FOWKES, DENISE CLAYTON, JAQUELINE NICKLINSON, ?, MR.
JOHN STACEY, CAROL HODGES, ANN WILLIAMS, ?, RENA LAVERTY, KATHERINE SPARE

TOP ROW -
?,?,?,?, MICHAEL AUSTIN, PETER WALKER, PETER CLIFF, DAVID RICHARDS, JOHN RUSH
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BOTTOM ROW -
NO NAMES KNOWN

MIDDLE ROW -
?,7?,?, MRS. ELIZABETH MENZIES, JAQUI PEPPER, ?, ?

TOP ROW -
?, STEPHEN RUSH, ?, RICHARD DRAYCOTT, TONY MENSOR, ?, ?, ?
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DATE -

BOTTOM ROW -
NO NAMES KNOWN

MIDDLE ROW -
ONLY TEACHER MRS. MARION FOWKES KNOWN

TOP ROW -
MOYRA DRAYCOTT 5TH FROM LEFT
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DATE -

BOTTOM ROW -
NO NAMES KNOWN

MIDDLE ROW -
?, LESLIE HALL, JANE GRIFFIN, ?, ?, MRS. MARION FOWKES, ?, ?,?,?,?

TOP ROW -
NO NAMES KNOWN
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DATE -

BOTTOM ROW -
NO NAMES KNOWN

MIDDLE ROW -
ANN SMITH, ?, MOYRA DRAYCOTT, MR. JOHN STACEY, JANE BULL, ?, HAZEL GRIFFIN

TOP ROW -
?,?2,7,7, ROBERT BAXTER, ?
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Mrs. Elizabeth Menzies is the class teacher
but children's names and date not known
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c. 1962

FRONT ROW -L TOR
RENA EARP, LYNN COOPER, KAREN WALKER, HELEN SCANLON, DIANNE HUNT, JAYNE
BAMFORD, JULIE BILLINGS

MIDDLE ROW -
??, JANE GRIFFIN, JOANNE WILLIAMS, MRS. ELIZABETH MENZIES, JILL ROBINSON, PATSY
WILLIAMS, JACKIE PEPPER

TOP ROW -

LESLIE HALL, RICHARD BOOTH, RICHARD DRAYCOTT, BRIAN PEPPER, MICHAEL
NICKLINSON, GRAHAM SMITH, PAUL ORTON
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SUPPLEMENTARY NEWSPAPER REPORT

The following has been transcribed from the Leicester Evening Mail - Friday
31st May 1957

MAC CHERRY TAKES YOU TO A COUNTRY SCHOOL WHERE "MOBY DICK"
IS THE PRIDE OF THE CLASSROOM

While children of the upper junior form in a Church of England controlled school near
Coalville (Newbold, Coleorton) sit at their lessons, a gleaming pike glides and gazes
in a glass tank at the back of their classroom.

In one corner, two grass snakes stretch their slack coils, and nearby in a small
aquarium a red-breasted stickle back dives paternally amongst is 40-odd motherless
and almost transparent young.

The school where tribute is paid to nature, not just by a few vases of summer
blossoms or a bean growing on blotting paper, but through living creatures and the
season's best wild flowers, is at Newbold, Coleorton.

A search for the one true country school of the country could very well end in this 85
year old building of the conventional school architecture of Queen Victoria, but still by
any standards a light roomy, and workable school. It is ideally situated in beautiful
countryside.

The headmaster, is Mr. John Stacey of Coalville, himself an expert naturalist.
He said the staff believe in teaching the youngsters respect for nature by keeping
under close focus observations the things that happen in the hedgerows, fields and
ponds that lie around.

Because the pageant of the year can be reflected but not compressed in a

classroom, organised parties expand their nature love by going on country
expeditions.

THE PIKE

When | sort him out amid his plants, specimens and fish tanks, he showed me "Moby
Dick", the pike which is the particular pride of the 11 year old boys.

In the adjoining tank, separated by a glass partition, was a darkly brooding tench,
acquired when part of the old Ashby Canal was drained at Measham.
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The family affairs of the sticklebacks provided a lesson in themselves.

Before the female laid the eggs, the father first built a small and delicate house of
water weeds to receive them.

He tried each piece of material, making sure it was not too buoyant before weaving it
into the gossamer walls of his underwater nursery.

After 10 days, the first baby fish appeared, and the not too fond mother was
immediately banished to another tank to forestall a piece of plactorial cannibalism

THE SNAKES

Meanwhile, the lazy grass snakes, awakened by the strengthening sun, hissed and
darted the forked lightening of their tongues.

Among the children there is not one who would confuse a dangerous Adder with a
harmless Grass Snake or a Blind Worm.

Nor would they ever be tempted to eat the black cherry-like fruits of the deadly night -
shade. The nature tables have taught them to know their wayside plants, both friends
and enemies. At a moments notice during my visit an 11 year old Rosalinda Croson
set out and returned breathless and triumphant with a Jack-by-the-Hedge, just
coming into bud, to complete the nature display.

Youngsters start bringing their first damp handfuls of wayside flowering plants to Mrs.
Marion Fowkes for her infant department nature table.

Later, as lower juniors, they hand their offerings to Mrs. F. Ursula Smith, and when
they finally leave at the age of eleven, they have had a chance to learn much more
than the average child about the world of birds, animals and flowers.

They have made a school garden from a scrub wilderness, and by the green hut

where they keep their trowels and spades in a grassy playground of smooth lawn,
which any school would envy.
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MEMOIRS OF JOHN STACEY - HEADMASTER OF NEWBOLD
SCHOOL FOR TWENTY THREE AND A HALF YEARS
Unfortunately pages 12 and 13 are missing
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appreciate the fact that I have got them out of a hole and they are suspicious
of mo,

As an aftersath of the war, in the canteen we are still on food coupons. We
also send food to another school. This is collected and carried in ‘”:‘u”.-"
by the local garage owner. This brings proble=s and complaints. ‘“‘"":9- ‘: °:
ooe meal very well and very often, and this is a kind of stew. There h:t.i o B
and an assistant, and they do very well considering all. The careta h"’*'f'.t"i
aiddle-aged lady from the village. At least she makes rosring fires.Much of The
school garden is covered with a vast heap of fuel, coal ”‘ “ha““
fireplaces are opea, and effective only for a short distance around. I ¢ l.'
to ask for an alternative and more efficient form of heating. This “m‘“:"
time to come to fruition. The managers are supportive in requests _t "k’)“i
still sense a degree of ceution. Not suspicion as time goes om, but ““?‘M
I wmake is closely watched. I understand this, as they are protecting their
investment in & new head. '

To introduce myself to the villagers, I call an evening mqim»“ﬁ“
propose to give them an idea of what I have in mind for the scl
grass snake, & crayfish and an assortment of nature slides.
screen are set up, and the people are filling up the chai
the back row, a small group of youths are inclined to be no
I go to them and quietly give them an ultimatum - behave
you go! They settle down, 1 explain my interest in natural
the snake and take it round the audience. Some dare
prepared a draving on the blackboard, of the crayfish,
Then 1 show the slides. The people seem to be enjoying i
and 'I bhave an interesting chat afterwards. I have brou
vivariua to school, and the snake and crayfish and
residonce. 1 propose to make larger and wmore amb
specimens of local fish on view. A day or two
to school with & very large s ‘bag im which
only four-legged resident in our .
sighting of a rat ia reported by evening vi.
officer in, to deal with these, and after a

clears the place.

- «@*?f’
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The “toilet" arrangements are absolutely revolting. A ua;:
in the back yard holds a two-seater ground closet for the use ©

The school itself has two big rooms, each one divided oqually by a ll‘m,’e”

brick building

7 , : it has been
can hardly imagine two teachera sitting side by side! This is how it RAs

since the Zighteen seveaties. The boys have a one-seater ground 0_10"20 ‘::1:
small several feet long trough for a urimal. To think that at one time CRhiS
school had over 300 pupils. The girls' place is even worde. Ano
brick building contains a number of stalls, each with a ground closet,
door. ot exactly ground closets but a kind of pan beneath a crude "°°‘_,! . .
The girls, on the whole, refuse to use this place, 80 there is danger © ;kln‘ BT
of "industrial constipation," Moat of the houses in the village have soak-aways
in their gardens, and these are really good individual houses. It takes a 4' oug
time to get water-closets at school, but this does eventually come to pass.

the

wood and glass partition. The larger room holds my class, and class

infants are in the other large room. 1 ask the managers to hl'ﬁ
in the infants' room moved along one bay. This makes a very nice ar
and & semaller area behind the partition. This ares is

miscellaneous "junk". I am determined to get this moved as soon ¢

The furniture is very old and out of date. Through
manage to get new chaira and individual desks, blackbo
cupboards. i -

The ceilings are very high and beamed. The walls
Everything is painted a depressing brown and dirt
the Valls decorated in pastel colours, it is loc
almost sacriloge. T explain my actions by pointi
things from a much lower view poiat than adults
cheerful for them to see pretty colours. Bu
building, tut, tut! Tl ;

The floor is of wooden floor bou'i
quite large, which are a hazard
Eventually we get concret ors 1

The high ceiling
me to dealle What Che

ther derelict

en seat.

The
, < il t L0
go fi,@*);:
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and elder. My father and I spend evenings tackling this, and by cutting and

p fuel) I
hedge, about five feet high. Where the fuel heap was (I have sold t!u el
make ; vide flower border, and plant shrubs, lavender and michaelmas daisies
and s0 on.

of

bed and lawa. It is curved in shaps, about two feet high and two feet wide, a

do
La

ar
80
fr

fronted cupboard as a museun in which we are to put uninteresting things.
cupboard is always empty, as the children discover that everything,

=u
th
an
wh
&r
on
1i
an

‘devils toe nails'. These, of course,

br
ar
it

mortem on it, and it contains

1t
al
to
at
ei

ra

surface as
because bl

The hedge on the roadside is a great high tangle of hawthorn, holly, privet

aving and layering, we create what turns out to be a shapely, neat, thick

From the atone quarry, I obtain several loads of magnesium limestone, stones
a nice size. My htt'ur and I build a rockery wall at the end of our flower

uble wall. We fill it with soil and plant mixed vallflowers for next spring.
ter, when it is established, it is planted with perennials and rock plants.

Our nature study is thriving. Inside school are nature tables which always
¢ loaded with specimens, mostly in summer, with common wild flowers. All
rts of things find their way there, from fungi to dead beetles, hedgerow
uits to feathers, even a dead badger, a road victim. I use a small \

ndane, is interesting. We try to encourage birds in the garden by
é=. I erect a wooden frame on which we hang food, such as peanut
d half coconuts. We do hang booes and suet onm, but dogs find them
ole thing down and take their booty away. Two attractive birds
eat spotted woodpecker and nuthatch. Grey squirrels freque
the other side of the garden, by the d ; Lephen
ttle owl occupies a vent in the end wal
d ¢ome back with our specimens. A

ought in, looked at, sometimes dra
e surprised how big it 16304 dendi;
by the tail, and it is so

is very rough and bedr
though it is almost unrecognis

find it, and show arm it
tack it, and make the feathers fly.
ghteen inches from beak to tail, a

Below the
ilvay came a
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All relevant subjects are tackled, history, gcogrlphy.t n::l:; l::;::torc.
dancing, natural history and art. I buy large atociu? hl:k D S iacea
newsprint, and unlimited supplies of art paterials. I don'L T Kttt aiA
have used colour before. They are timid to let themselves ‘oc.sncing ll.:. e
several girls shyly put their ar=s round their work, to ntopln it s
girl actually retreats under her desk when I stop by her t: 00 R AT
we learn design, pattera making and we illustrate our stor ‘..the- T aertE
pin boards fixed to the walls, and all pictures are pinned on .look ita
of papers are put on them, maps, graphs and essays. They can s
colourful and are always interesting. Om one wall blackboard I bn;c ’:iou =
outline map of the world in white lines. We can illustrate many loca
this in coloured chalk.

We are lucky to have & brilliant infant teacher. She started at the kn::h:::
when 1 did, and thinks the same as I do. Before long her 7-year-olds i
tables up to 12, and the square table. They cac say the= bachu;:dl too. s
fashioned? By no means, as the 11+ proved. She also teaches reading well. hd-
is all continued in the second class by an industrious and cxp,tion_cd y
teacher. When the children reach me, they are fertile soil as it were. ‘The
infants have a news period cach morning and each child reports something
interesting to the teacher. Oue girl reports a dead man in a ditch. Of course I
have to investigate, But it's the girl's imagination running riot. We keep this
up but in a modified form. I like the childrea to write reports in their
diaries. These diaries are illuatrated too. We make our own books for this, of
plain paper and quite large and substantial with pastel coloured covers. :
covers are sometimes decorated with potato prints. We also have similar books
for each child to write on the favourite subject of their choice. Not

surprising how often monsters turn up, and the illustrations to the l!o:hlltf
weizd.,

We are building up our equipmeat in school. I go along in the evenings, and
some children turn up to help me and keep me company. Much of what I t
is for the infant room. I build a roomy Wendy house with a window :
It is collapsible and can be stored. Older girls sell sa
serves as a "pretend" shop and, of course, a hous
build a substantial sand pit from a large pack
plastic containers for water games and measurin
scales for weighing, tapes and long rulers a
shelves for each room. A girl paints the a

For art work, 1 construct a dozen dou ] isels, with fixed pin-board
surfaces, about five square feet, | 4 th CERY CRRIR
buy large hogs hair brus S :

to these, and as time
interesting phtiu-. n.
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are full of colour. Each afternoon parents come
infants home. We have chats about this and that. On the sunay days we
desks and chairs outside. I take out a blackboard and easel and we
there. 1 photograph many events in our school life. 1 also pﬁo_go‘tuph
classes separately, and the whole school and staff group, in ¢
proofs outside for the parents to order copies,
husber. Soon the eldest children will be leaving us, Aan
forward to this at all. I've known the children but a short I
enough to become very foad of them. We talk, and I try co;_.;p,rg_pi_;:
drastic change from a small village school to a large secondary #ct
the leavers along to the senior school one afternoonm | “have a |
They'll take some time to settle in and find their way a
be alone in this. Besides, older children from the village sch
there. I notice an increasing sophistication in the childrea who W
especially the girls. i = | ‘

Inevitably the term ends. The last week is traumatic
their belongings, exercise books, note books, art books
bobs. The last day is terribly sad for us all. I watch |
village street and realise with a pang, this is the
”.

start school thias miu. Some m,

are some of the mothers. I t
¢ S s

along to school to fetch the
carry O

L 016“ .
and we sell quite &
and I am not
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For some
affairs with. Very soon he begins to fit into the school programme. OB
time, however, there is much sparring between us, to sectle oufi ul:::;;
positions of authority. Remember, this is a church school, and there is & 3
of Church and State. Ouoamkhmhuuhuodlynlzm | the
children for a period of religious tuition. His two children, a boy u: girl,
join the achool and they prove to be good scholars. The vicar brings wife
to meat us.

I feel these are the happiest days of my school life. 1 a= my Mm;l:
have extremely good relations with most parents and, of course, "_“
wmembers of the staff and children. I arrive at school in the freshness of “P
morning, and walk around our developing garden. ﬁlm.‘ michaelzas
daisies are in bloom. The autuma air is fresh and clear and stimulat
air is full of the scent of the countryside. The fields across the vay forms &
tapestry of chequered colours, and the clouds are high, From the playground
comes the sound of children gossiping and playing before school starts. At
last, reluctantly, we have to go inside. Registers marked, number of dinners
and milks taken, and into assesbly. Sometimes a child reads the service, and I
take the prayers, Hymns and sometimes prayers are sung. S

A change has taken place in the canteen. The two original cooks have
and two others have taken their places. The canteen itself is in
condition. The floor im concrete, grey and pitted. The cooks
day. An official from the office complains that it is dirty. I € .
to this, and tell her that it's bound to look like a pigsty fle
a pigsty floor, however much it is scrubbed. Event ~we have
composjtion floor. The solid fuel cooker in med with a
the y breast. The pipe is loose &
consequences, ,
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picture books. She asks for coloured crepe paper, and she makes artificial
flovers. [ am sorry to see her go.

On another occasion, the matriarch comes along with two bo:;. ;:4 anks ;;" ;
take them in, I notice they have a suggestion of hairs on their top A yd;
incipient moustaches. 1 ask how old they are. The old fox says nine. Have b
g0t their birth certificates? A foolish question. No, will you take MI N .
think they will do better in school than running wild in the village. ot
them in my class. Again they have no education, but I keep them W"- e
follow-up totbhuory-ntzhudottbcymld&c“lu’huehﬂGﬂ ‘_
the senior aschool. Lady doesn't want them to go, says they are ~only ainel
Again! However they have to go.

One day we hear the clatter of horses' hooves
sound of many voices. I take the children ou
pursuit of a fox which has taken refuge on the
asd the hunt moves up the village street.
road, and now an amusing incident takes 9Im. :
EYPSy encampment, with broken rope c-tuniu
suddenly joins the put, ) 2
frolices and bucks al. e
curly hair and olive lkia. rlth
teeth, h !n m-mu of th-.
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containing "things" which his dad had found on the railway bank. :::’::r:.::“:
worms, and the greenish light from them in a dark room °“b,l.;~ y in February,
paper. This is the only occasion on which they are found. In a « ‘h"i’ﬁhﬂbﬂ' T
a workman brings in a slow-worm which he has disturbed from its hlo:d ey
has shed its tail, and on the stump of the body is a trace of b oA ;il"x'ﬁ‘f: he
from the railway bank I have mentioned bafore. We are engaged in & study o

veeds, We make this our nature reserve. One day, a boy brings in a matchbo

distribution of frogs, toads and newts. I prepare a lat;__a’_'aq»g'_'a"f. ‘our ares wi o
a radius of a mile or .lo, and draw on it all the water locations, gm‘uiﬂ:;:
reservoirs, streams and flooded diteches. We are to enter on this all the

locations for the amphibians, density of population, and the :‘“‘be“:{ &2
their breeding. This knowledge is to go to a local naturalists' club. It i

fascinating study. T have had the great aquarium made, and in it are a number

of breeding frogs. The classroom is full of their croukinz"‘“ “‘m : ‘\'a'
full of frog spawn. We send most of this away, and keep l‘“f‘“‘,‘":‘,“fl\iw‘
girl is excited to discover that the suction pads on the male's front feet are

"inside" the feet 1like little thumbs. After the breeding is over and our
lessons on frogs completed, we let the creatures go free, clesn out the
and prepare it for its next 6¢cupants.

e
e —('33"5
9

My lads and I meet one evening to visit
take photographs of the breeding colony o
photograph the boys at the pond. Thi
camera falls to the ground, Fortuna
snakes in this damp area,
entire, with everythi I
instead of convex. One su

1 alvays seem
three, I c
open. K

50




movements above and below the surface of the water.

The aquarium holds about sixty gallons, o it c&n take quite
several occasions I have pike, up to @ ng-
those carnivorous monsters. I do not keep ‘h“_'l_“z' ‘; ’t:z{’:;‘
than the aquarium can provide. A fisherman friend in the V3287
an eel., But in the tank, ¢t

N

situations, and wherever it is, it makes unerringly £

The pond is a gift from the W.I., an organisation which we
The boys and I dig out the hole next to the rockery in wh £
pond. We lay crazy paving round it leaving gqq:iigt 12
and thyme.We go to the local ponds for water plants, &u
hornwort and Canadian pondweed. Eventually we are to
later occasion when we are cleaning the pond out, the deb¥
border. The next day we see a flash of gold in the d
goldfish has been there all night. It is alive and qui
to the pond. - ‘

Two boys come along to
‘a huge fish. We put it in
have caught from a local
carp must be one of their
returned to the pond.

foot long. No other fish 1

he eel buries itself in :hq t::i lﬂﬂ
: ' : on WA OSSR
bed. We have a fish pond by this time. We put the “b't'.cho e e e
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fox swimming into the reeds on the far side of the water €0 TOCFOALIITOMIREES

hunt who are active in the uexghbouthood

to the
To leave our nature reserve oo the railway, we climb ;“P:be::ui:n the
bank, Unbeknown to us there is a wasps' nest nearby. We d ;:"l ast child
‘ny about. One girl receives a sting. UnhtPPnY she. is t o b“g go nch
should have been stung. She is allergic, and by the time ve Bt“d i1 'sh {.
she is ashen and quite ill, I send for her parents who cm.deh her at all
taken to a doct.or. who prescribes a tablet she must carry : G :r ch’
times, just in case. Years later I see her when she is a 11y we h"-v' to
Technical College, and she still carries her tablet. Gccuion..‘.. y LA
treat bee stings, and much more rarely, other wasp otins--

All the school do their nature walks, and % :l.aildnn are in
happy. I have my group on the playing field.
cach and use them on such as frog-hoppers and mll bcec
find several Devil's Coach=horse _butlc,_,
gesture of self defence. De-o’ucra

creature off my finger. We have chimney sweep moths on
we walk through the long grasses.

We study the village. Armed with
matby main road and take a
cars, vans, motor cyclu. cye
of what we have seen. The eolomud

We v{lk the vﬂ.luttd cov
with a utgl la

from this
letter H an
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allowed only one prize, for art or for writing.
long time afterwards I am told by a co‘rnh s
judges decided that I myself had written the

However the girl ¢

can protest and express my anger and indignation.

studies art at University and goes on to design and create
professionally.

i the 11+ he qualifies for
The boy too wins first prize with the paintiog. In the 11+ he qual e e

the grammar school, and is also offered a place at the ¢011:8:“°:n
chooses the grammar school. Much later, he becomes a manager at our OF

In my nature wanderings I find an enormous plag_tat_iop °£'m:°:°§:3id.
hundred and fifty plants by the canal side. I dig up & root, a .

very deep for it. I take it to school and plant it in the gardon- :;L' e

we have a plaat fifteen feet tall with an enormous flowering head
a group of children standing under it. A local Friday news
article and photograph about it. The next day, Saturday,

draw up for the people to look at it. -

I go to school on Monday morning and find the ‘plant v,
‘all around. 1In a neighbouring village there o7
‘plant was destroyed by some yobos on their wa

Bature study in the school progresses
wood mouse which was found in a dustbi 1 b

We feed it and enjoy watching it

vivariom, it settles to it rr
taking fright, From ha:
wood wouse is brought t
resident mouse. What a mi ta
intruder on his patch. A te
‘exterminate the stranger.
‘new-comer, the battle

At another time s
number of yo ¢
match sticks,
cast their s

The sequel of this iz h::“ a
member of the store LAat
iu“ory. I am very upset by ~thi

: \ce any judge to whom I
scurrilous attack on my character. But I am unable to trace any j ualifies

ion singing to a guitar. She
for the grammar school. I see her later on television sing g’.ili‘f jewellery

n school.

-t ot

She

S ogTas
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Several specimens of the third and smallest newt,

: ' »lopment
like those of the frog in the earliest stages , but 'h”kml‘:kdéezgig:d it
place, unlike the frogs, they retain their tails and loo

: : lay-groun

1 1like to watch the children at their games in the pls SRR
have a more varied repertoire than the boys. I?Qllibyli’.‘c‘“” the

themselves to the semsonal games of cricket and football.

There are many varied styles of this. The skipping is !‘W‘“‘,ﬁ”-
and chanting, of age old rhyames, each with its f°M9°i:’;2,---h &
of bygone days, In another gazme the girls form a qi_r_s’-! ; " s
middle. They sing - The farmer picks a wife - and subsequent ver
by back slapping of the unfortunate in the middle. They ha

the leader with her back to the players, calls a colour. Any
colour advances to the winning line. When the caller quickly t
advance has to stop. They also play a game, Pretty ‘.P.‘."'o‘)r?'
called, they adopt a pretty pose and expression and the ca
vinner. The same with Ugly, when the most horrific
and girls like to play "0'Grady says". I give
activity, such as jump up. But I alvays have to px
says". If 1 give an order omitting this, &
order, and so0 becomes disqualified. We have
races. Plenty of ball games on the grass and
too. We play other schools at football and ¢
aside football. On one occasion we are playi
part way through the game we discover
fielding 12 men. We also go swimmiag.
international . ' i

be made. I find it entert
days. In many case the
clsewhere, this was a la
make four entries. Twe
one for rank insubor

We have a Punishment 109&;

in

: iven to
the palmate, are g yAGLEe:
jalised water. The back feet

Vo bl ; in speci . oA T
=me. They are quite rare, and are only found tiod of spike o the end of his
: seni~palmated on the male who also has & these newts are
:::l. 'th:: also breed in the aquarium. The tadpoles of all thes takes

i oys confine

Skipping in groups is the most popular and regular activity w:.. o 3
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