
 
IN MEMORY OF 

105185 PRIVATE SAMUEL RICHARDS 
1st BATTALION LEICESTERSHIRE REGIMENT 

BORN 1892 IN OSGATHORPE 
DIED FROM WOUNDS RECEIVED IN BATTLE 

10th JUNE 1917 - AGED 25 
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BETHUNE CEMETERY HISTORY INFORMATION 

For much of the First World War, Bethune was comparatively free from bombardment 
and remained an important railway and hospital centre, as well as a corps and 
divisional headquarters. The 33rd Casualty Clearing Station was in the town until 
December 1917. Early in 1918, Bethune began to suffer from constant shell fire and 
in April 1918, German forces reached Locon, five kilometres to the north. The 
bombardment of 21 May did great damage to the town and it was not till October that 
pressure from the Germans was relaxed. 

Bethune Town Cemetery contains 3,004 Commonwealth burials of the First World 
War,11 being unidentified. This includes 26 men of the 1/8th Manchester Regiment 
who were killed by a bomb on 22 December 1917 while marching to rest billets. 
Second World War burials number 19, 2 being unidentified. There are also 122 
French and 87 German war graves, 38 of the German burials are unidentified. 

The Commonwealth section of the cemetery was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 

CEMETERY LOCATION 

Bethune is a town 29 kilometres north of Arras. The cemetery can easily be found, 
from any point in Bethune, by following the French signs indicating 'CIMETIERE 
NORD'. More precisely, head northwards from the Grand Place along the rue Sadi 
Carnot and Place Lamartine for about 450 metres. Just beyond the Tribunal, turn 
right into rue Arthur Lamendin and follow the road to the bottom of the hill (350 
metres). Turn right into the cul-de-sac and the cemetery entrance can be found after 
50 metres on your left hand side.  
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CWGC CERTIFICATE INFORMATION 

In Memory Of 
Private 

SAMUEL RICHARDS 

Service Number: 10518 

1st Bn., Leicestershire Regiment who died on 10 
June 1917 Age 25 

Son of Thomas and Harriett Richards, of 150, Church Lane, 
Whitwick, Leicester. 

I ONLY YIELD THEE WHAT IS THINE THY WILL BE DONE 

Remembered with Honour 
BETHUNE TOWN CEMETERY 

VI. F. 1. 

 
 

COMMEMORATED IN PERPETUITY BY THE 
COMMONWEALTH 

WAR GRAVES COMMISSION 
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BIOGRAPHY AND MILITARY SERVICE 

 
Samuel Richards was the son of Thomas and Harriet (nee., Edwards) Richards and 
was born in Osgathorpe on the 1st of January 1892. The date of his birth meant that 
he wasn't shown on the 1891 census. In the 1891 census his father and mother are 
both aged 27. Thomas was a coal miner and was born in Worthington and Harriet 
was born in Copt Oak. Their three children at that time were Lillian (aged 6), 
Frederick W (3) and Rose H (10mths), all born in Osgathorpe. There were no 
Richards shown in the 1881 census, so Thomas and Harriet came to live in 
Osgathorpe some time between 1881 and 1891 but were there by 1885 as Lillian (6) 
was born in Osgathorpe. No Richards are shown in the 1901 census so the family 
had moved elsewhere, probably to their home in Church Lane, Whitwick by that time. 
 
Samuel Richards enlisted on the 29th of August 1914 at Leicester. It is thought he 
was living at the family home in Whitwick at the time. He would have had at least 12 
months training before he embarked for Boulogne on the 29th July 1915.  
 

Samuel fought with the 8th Battalion of the Leicestershire Regiment until he was 
wounded in the legs during an action to take the village of Guedecourt (a commune 
in the Somme department in the French region Picardie), on the 28th September 
1916. He was transported to England where he was hospitalised for several months.  
Source: Michael Doyle Their Name Liveth For Evermore: The Great War Roll of 
Honour for Leicestershire and Rutland.   
Continued over page 
 

 

AN EXTRACT FROM A RECORDED DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGHTING 
AROUND GUEDECOURT WHERE 105815 SAMUEL RICHARDS WAS 

WOUNDED IN THE LEGS 

Two battalions of the 110th Brigade on the left of the division, were caught by a 
German counter-barrage but found a gap in the defences of Bavarian Infantry 
Regiment 13, attacked the II Battalion from the rear and took Goat Trench. As the 
barrage stopped, the advance to the second objective was resumed, through well-cut 
wire but machine-gun fire from the right caused many casualties and stopped the 
advance short of Gird Trench. The forward troops were reorganised and a runner 
sent back to call on the reserve companies was wounded en route and the message 
was not delivered. The 9th Leicester formed a defensive flank along a sunken 
part of "Watling Street" (the Ginchy–Gueudecourt road) on the right flank. A 
small number of troops of the 8th Leicester, who had got into Gird Trench held 
on and gained touch with the 165th Brigade of the 55th Division, which had 
taken Gird Trench in its area early in the afternoon. Disorganisation along the 
21st Division front and the great number of casualties among message runners, 
prevented the divisional headquarters from realising the situation and erroneous 
reports from observers convinced the headquarters that Gueudecourt had fallen. The 
British then gained a foothold in a sunken road between Gird Trench and 
Gueudecourt at 2:40 p.m. 
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Biscuit Trench east of Flers, near Guedecourt, 
 

 

 
Continued from previous page 

 
105185 PRIVATE SAMUEL RICHARDS RE - POSTED TO FRANCE 

 FOLLOWING HIS RECOVERY IN THE UK 
 
Once he recovered sufficiently he was reposted to France on the 17th March 1917 
where he joined the 1st Battalion Leicestershire Regiment in the Loos sector. Samuel 
was wounded in early June and was stretchered to the 33rd Casualty Clearing 
Station where he succumbed to his wounds.  
Source: Michael Doyle Their Name Liveth For Evermore: The Great War Roll of 
Honour for Leicestershire and Rutland.  

 

 
 
 
Coalville Times article - Friday June 29th, 1917 
 

Mr and Mrs Thomas Richards, of 150, Church Lane, Whitwick, have been notified by 
the War Office that their son, Pte. Samuel Richards, of the Leicestershire Regiment, 
died on June 10th from wounds received in action in France two days earlier. He was 
a single man, 25 years of age, and before the war worked at the Whitwick Colliery, 
where his father is employed. He joined up in August, 1914, and had been previously 
twice wounded, returning to the Front the last time in March last. He was an old boy 
of the Whitwick Church School. 
 

His death was also reported in the Leicester Daily Mercury - Tuesday 10 July 1917  
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MEMORIAL - ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCHYARD 
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GRAVE REGISTRATION DOCUMENTS 
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